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part in negotiations in which France was interested.
The power and splendour to which Richelieu had
attained suggested visions to the young diplomat
more attractive than any promotion he could hope
from the papal court. He laboured diligently to
obtain Richelieu's confidence, and he was wise
enough to be faithful to a master in whose service
there was much to gain. He became a French sub-
ject, and was intrusted with important missions, in
which he showed extraordinary ability as a diplomat.

" I cannot tell you," Richelieu wrote him in 1639,
" rny contentment that your negotiations with Prince
Thomas have been successful. God has allowed you to
show in this matter what you can accomplish in the
greater and more important treaties in which you will
take part. . . . You may be sure that in all times
and places, I shall be, not uselessly, your servant."

'' The Cardinal has sent me a letter,'' Mazarin wrote
to a friend, " that would rouse me, if I were dead." .
When Richelieu gave his confidence, he gave it
fully. Mazarin was selected as an ambassador to
the congress by which the Thirty Years' War was
at last brought to an end, and he was designated as
the representative of France at the conclave by
which Innocent X. was elected Pope. So much
were his services needed in France that he went on
neither mission, and the death of Father Joseph left
him confessedly the ablest and most trusted of
Richelieu's assistants. Whenmttie_Cardinal was on
his death-bed, he told Louis that Mazarin wasHEEe
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showed hiis sagacity in his farewell counsel"TKeree, whichforms of taxation which added to their burden.
